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LZI sa PH prerprll
28 Between The Country and the City: Ireland and Suburbia in Guiltrip
recent past have placed themselves within a particular religious landscape,
invariably that of Cathoiicism. Probably the most common kind of character in Irish
film is the priest, whether he be the dictator denouncing sinners from the altar or the
young enthusiast organising the folk group. what is particularly interesting about
Guiltrip is that there are no priests in it at all and no sense of reiigiosity (which is
ironic, given that the film was made in Maynoothl). Neither a church nor a holv
grotto appears in the film; no character is seen kneeling and praying, lighting a
candle or going to mass or confession; God seems entirely absent here.
However, this is not entirely the case. A religious landscape to the film is
glimpsed, very briefly, through what two characters say. The language of Ronnie
(Peter Hanley), the rather pathetic proprietor of "Electric Dreams,,, a hi-fi shop, is
significant. In serving his customers, he is heard to say, ,,please God.,, This is one ot
the oniy times God is mentioned in this film, and Peter is the only one who says the
word. Tina also makes fleeting reference to someone's Holy Communion: she has to
buy a present for a child making his Communiory and she mentions this in passins
to her husband. These are the oniy references to God and religion in GtLiltrip.These
references are significarLt because they serve to draw Ronnie and Tina together; both
are representative of another order than which prevails in the film. They are
representative of a dift'erent mode of being to the suburban-they do not belong n
the post-modern worid of suburbia.
Ronnie, despite the fact that he sells electronics equipment, is the epitome of the
old-school shop-keeper who loves his trade and the fact that he can make people
huppy. He even cherishes complaints for the chance to deverop a relationship *-i-.|.
customers they present. Ronnie further breaks down when he thinks his rt iJe =
going to leave him, though it is clear to all around that they are a gross mismatch a.
a couple. Ronnie loves his wife, just as Tina loves her husband. That Tina loves Lia:-
is clear from a long sequence where they dance together, she looking up into h:_.
eyes adoringly. The order to which Tina and Ronnie belong is a moral order. -
order where characters feel emotion, where characters care. This order is idenhht:
fleetingly, with religion.
The kind of order to which Ronnie and rina belong, howeveq, is set again:.i -:o
order Liam and others in the film represent. Liam is emotionless, amoral, mania: -
tive, possessive of his wife rather than in love with her. In a chilling sequence. L::_-:
takes Ronnie home after a row in a pub with his wife. Liam places himself in the :_- r.
of comforter to the distraught man. we expect him to place an arm around Ror:-= ;
shoulder or to go with Ronnie into the house to be with him in his distress. Irr.:.::
Liam pushes Rormie into the house and closes the front door without even lou.n--:









finai scenes of Gl
seeks to catalogu
done in a black b
process, the foljov
in the fiim with v









that the character w
the priest is aiso the
sent an Ireland after
way, Liam comes to
maintains the vestigt




a guilt trip is imposed
are not guiltv at ail. Tl
serioug much less im
thery experience guilt,
the world presided ovt
r -:lr\01 UJ-\J llloLf l rr -''t
::l:i:{ -iallilP ilt{ ; j;
- r:-*r)x pLmolP tul? .i i
r--1-:gl u1 llaslurll S3l?-i
-j:.-l J-iuJnba' ir'r!lLu: .
--j :1jrLrPLu 'lPloLLlP ii:-'
--;- ::$P:P lJ: it Je \t '
.. -'-lqUJPl il lJPltr -:\ -
:. -
-: j.rplo lelou-l ? - ---
-.,' \)lul Jn lurlttt'' a-,-
T -r rJ-\ol PUll lPLl' :'
i: .illPLU(ltU -iOI:i :-' ::i
- 111 \\ srll -luR{] .tL. .'
--'-"\ JrLlsuollPIJl ? j'-
:.:-'ei alPul LrL.l :; ::
?--: lL'] aLuoJlda a1+, !i l-
-.: j.rlAq l(ru ')n ia--'-
-- 'aql ul|l IJ: -:
-.:-:.-:aL{la;u; ?u: :-
--i.:-- .;:a-:::] Jl *\\:
:;-rli *i:l$:*i---
' : - f J t'ii :u'alL:'i^-1-
-.- -..i '\'.1 \\ J*\- - -
-: :;-r i: S:.i: .. iLr! f
:':.',:;-;-,: :*i
; ---E :'' lj-:::-'
-- -.; r-: ":'ir::
'31:-, -*:









:'.,:, *:ij r., '- -ll-i --: :-.1
.,----- _--_-i_-- - i--
li: _,. J 1. _.1- :;!.--,atur sI dul-llrn8 e
. :'+: r-' .-:*= : j- -.3llo ,, sdr41n€,,
UO uli :-i="i !i:--r:::-- ::*--:: --:: ;: -.:*i: : - - : :r3])Plerp /UIIIJ
snlli-{ -\!3L\iLrl-:a,j;:+ ----:i-=r;:.-- -- 
-----,ir:;--::, 
- :.:5lnor{lr!\/ruor8rlaJ
'SPJO-\\ laqlo Ul Sl'*i:"a";-:* *=- -:l : -- I-:- ::::-: --;--:: -::;-i:ds pU€ IeJOfU
JL{lpaUOpLrPqP:?'1 lr.J. .:-'--i-?l-tr-1 :::.-:.. --:'---: .-: -.-:--:..arflrLnelUteU
l?L{l-pttPlolJ LllJpotu-.lioi ?-i-:.- ---j --' ..-: -.:-\--i--- - :f Jt\t ulptl ,ApM
JaL[]OUe lr lnd ol'ro palp:T.i prf ..riiu-\.! !'*:':-l'-- -.=:-:.1 ::li: DlJplaJIue Juas
-ildal ol sautol urell 'LuIl ilfi 'urT 'p.ir\Ll: run :J-r--:; :. - * -,: '.3 it lsJlld aql
JOuorsJa^(pauolslp.ilpapn-upel aLF;aJqLuaiar.i+-'':r-----....:-r;-r?leqf JLfl]eql
'd1t4png ]noqe SurqJnlsrp lsour sr leq.\r sr srLD plrp 'lsaud E :!-u i ':sinot Io ,Lu€r-I
'aldl.xat a8uprls sn{l
ra^o saprsaJd urPrl'salpueJ pue alqJEur llE :Lprnrp e lo lpr{l ol lPlrurs sr aJryJolRpJe
aql aJar{^l qnd p ur $furJp ure]'I i{13ur1sa.ra1u1 'srulll r{slrl Llrapour -iuetu ur slsaud
Jo uoqeluasaldar pgrprp aql o+ JelruIrs sr /aroJaJaql 'tuH sr-LF t-rr sr€addE rupr-I r,[e^.
aqJ raq qll^{ xas Sur,req Jo asodrnd olos aq} rBr.tr u^l.ol aLB q8norlfl aJr^{ s,aruuou
sansJnd pup aJr.M sioruuou Jo puarq E Jo uorleqJn-]spur lnoqe suoqsanb Jleurrlur
$ls€ aq-xas qll-M passasqo sr pue 'A.urre ar{} 'uoqqFsr4 rlslrl Jn{}rlouour learS
Jaqloue Jo /lle Jaup Saqtual'u e ',ueueluorlne sr urerl Jeap $ sselN ar{} Surrnp spueq
sR{ Jo 8un{se^^ Ienlrr s,lsarrd aql Jo orpa ar{l lspuer{ sRI Surqse^{ q}rM rulrJ aqt ur
uauo paura)uof, sr urprl ,,'no,{ a^r8roJ L, tar{ ol sdes €uru.roru 3ur.r,to11o1 aq+ ,ssarord




rar{ $lsp }nq [e 'Tooq ]Jelq B ur auop
s€r{ ar{s IIe uMop salrrM aH dep aqr Sur.rnp sluarua^oru s,eurJ an€olpler o+ $laas
werJ se uorssaJuoJ rulnJas Io pupl e lno.{pld'arue+sur ro!,dt4lm, Jo sauaJs leur}
ar{J 'sr.ull r{srrl duelu os Jo }sarrd a^rssarddo ,{lporddloarals arF l'uort reFurssrp lou
arngrJ e se dtqfnt ur paluasardar sr urur.l 'uor8rlar Jo plroM aLF qllM urrq sarJrluapr
'sauars IeuIJ aql uI dlrplnrqred 'paluasardar sr urerT qrr-qm ul .,(e,u atp ,,,urp;
aql ur poD uorluau or{.M sra}rerpr{l oMl lluo aq},, eurJ puE aruuou Jo leql Luo4 sraJ
-tip lelll plro.4{ aql r{l!* de.,r,r € pue rapro up Jo a^qe}uasardar sr ruerl q3noq11y
'leas Juoq at{+ ur dn 3u41rs dpoq s,ueLuoM aL[+ sa^eai
dldrurs aq-osdro) aq] apR{ ol ldtua}le }ou saop oH {emp $lie^r dldLurs pue-ualots
ser{ aq qJrqM-r€J s,aruuou ur aprsJno .{poq aql sa^eal aq 'aJrM s,aruuou sJaprnru
Luer-I uar{M '8urr[rc s,anruoy lnoqe rarplos rar{+oue q+rm sa>1o[ ualll aH .upur aq+ le
,,Zqslrl aq ol upaur lr saop lpr{M,, :uoqsanb .{quapr 1e1rrr'
€ asr€.r ol dpu11 +I s.u.o11e-.Qn aql pup drlunor aql uaamlaq'etq'rnqns-sur3"reu
arl+ uo plro-r\ p to 'plrom urapour-1sod e ur 3ur.t11 aldoad aieradsap 1o uoqeluasa.rda'r
s,r,ulrJ ar{J '([g1 ra{unf urp+b] ualrg,O urog sallrM ,,'aro) IeJI^ qr 1o 1'red suaes
{rom s,lla>lrag uI ssauqsrrl aqJ,,) r{slrl are sdeld s,papag leql asuas aq} uI qslrl
sr urlq aq] t:ng'salsv s,apSuy uer11 funaag u'bsuauv pue papA anlg alrl sr.ullJ r{ll^{
uoruuloJ ur arour ser{ lr-ueJrJaury d1qen8;e aJe slapour JrletuaurJ s,h4pt2
'luasqe .{1a.rqua
lsorule sr 'lre1 ur /pu€ sarprmlr IeuorlnlrJsul ar{l {q pallor}uoJ ra8uol ou q dl{enl
-r.rrds a;raq,tr puelaJl up sluoJJuo) al^oru at1+ :up1 snor8tlal P sP uaas aquet h41n2
'saruaraJJrp asarf Jo ra^aleqm lng 'pirolnt aq1 uo a,trlrads.rad rqoqle3 ar{l uo smerp
.ipeair rul; s,a8prrqtual5 ,,'aJuansuoJ ue1rrnd,, ar{l saunxexa }}aTJog alrqM
(797) 'suerSoloaqr
ol Ual aq o1 luelrodrur ool sem dSoloaql lelf+ uoqrr^uol aq+ Jo Jno alorm
oslp lla{)ag"'uu Jo uala pu€ arIJIuE Jo lsnrlslp aW pup'dlrlrqrsuodsar-11as
roJ paau aql 'durlms-llas snoxrre 'pr€Mal 'UoJJa '{Jo,lt :a)uarJsuoJ uelr.rnd
aql Jo sauaql lear8 ag1 to ruros paluorJuor ar{ Al1erulrlds parglod salrnluar
ro1 per{ saqrrnq) {euo4nll}sul asor{^t puelarl ue uI'}slue snor8tTar.{laura.rdns
€ r{Jns slxal qJns ur se-tt ar{ asneJaq 1nq d;quar q}aquo.\tl aq1 Jo asord 1n1l
-neaq lsour aLIl Jo aruos alorM aq asnpraq dpo 1ou pue's.{e1d srq ueql aso.ld
su,{ JoJ aloru paraqruarual aq IIp\ l}a)pag '-n,tou tuorJ sread parpunq aaJr.lJ
:JalrJM snor8r1a.r dlpunolord e sI lla>IJag
'salou proqr) uelJaq se 'slanou pue s€tueJp ,,ssa1po8,, sallJ,lt ila{)ag sp alulJ aures
ar{l lV 'asra^lun s,l}a>lrag }o auo spunuar sduq.rad poD Jo aJuasqe al{l pue 'Iro^t
s,lla{rag Jo ssar4eg Iensr^ aql }o auo spulruar urll1 aql Jo {ool areds aql larlealp aq}
ro; Suqu.rr raqlo s;la{Jag Jo Wnur pue auLu9puT 'qopo2 rc{ 8ulitr14 Jo suoqef,ol ,,ssal
-are1d,, aLIl salquasar rullJ aql Jo ssaussaiarpld aql :de1d ilalrag lamu€S € salqurasar
rullJ aql'sde.r,t asagl uI 'sarlour r{srrl raq}o ruoJ1 luaraulp se osp lno rullJ ar{l $lreur
-ouo Jo pe1 .ro-adeospuel snorSlal s,ruIIJ aql 'elqrnqns Jo adecspuel aql Jo uoq
-rrdap sy ur Iensnun sI urll; ar{J 'lre t{slrl 1o acard e se dreurproerlxa sI [rltlrl
drrlpng ur erqrnqns pu€ puelarl :,!r3 aq+ pue ,fu1uno3 aqf uaamlag 0€I









uo ,.,oary o uou,-r)o, ,;;;:;,i,'r'n 
pue uol8uruuas 
JJoaD
;od aqJ .sroiue;g_ueaf ,p.ru1o,{1
.9661 






'966I 'srqlC aldua; .a8prrqualg 
preraD .rle.d!.Lll!n2
:uopuo-I .awtJ ttlo 
ut jaocl aql pull LtbwoA. 
al1 tn .n- J0 )J!-/ rrlf :suossdl 
tulqo .__
.966I 
?auer.reJ :ralsaqruer^{ . sruaoc[ 
papallo).upleg,pueJog
palrJ s)roM
.---^-rL t sJAPH 
pJPrlJtu
tr"1
,i 
-.:, -
-L -:, -
I
fr -:l
t'
